Texas Cattle Trails

Main ldeas

1. The growing market for beef was profiiable for many
Teseas ramchers.

2. some of the most well-traveled trails included the
sedalia, Chishalm, Western, and Goodnight-Loving
traiks.

3. Life on the trail was difficult and often dangerous.

Why It Matters Today

Texas cattle drivers had an on-the-move occupation. Use
CUFTEMT events sources to learn maore about jobs that
invohve travel today.

The Story Continues

Abilene was just a dusty Kansas town until 2 businessman
named Joseph McCoy decided to build a cattle market there.
He formed a mant Wild West show that traveled by train to
advertise his operations. The show featured trick nders and
ropers a5 well as a 2.300-pound buffale. Every ime the train
stopped. the performers and animals went into action. The
show thrlled spectators. As word spread, many cattle buyers
trom the northeastern United States came to Abilene.

The Cattle Drives
Dlemand for besf outpaced supply in the Northeast The rezion had a
large population, and its cattle supply had been greatly reducad by the
Civil War. But in Texas the supply of cattle was greater than the demand
for beef Ao result cattls that sold for 53 or 56 2 head in Texas sold for
538 in Kansas or 580 in New York

Such hizh prices convincad Texas ranchers that they could make
larpe profits by raising more cattle. Howevar, ranchers could not drive
longhorns to sastern markets bacavss of the distance and the many
populated farm areas the herds would have bo cross. By 15635, stockyards.
or huge holding pens, and padking houses were opening in Chicago.
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Longhorns could endure
hest and coid and wers
resistant to disesses
such a5 Texas fever,
making the breed well
suited to [ife in Texas
and on the trai.
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Soon, more beef-processing plants were built farther west, in St. Louis

and Kansas City. These plants were built to prepare the beef for shipment
to cities in the North and East. Rail roads connected cities in midwestern
states such 25 Missouri with the larger cities in the Northeast To reach
these additional markets, Texas ranchers needed a way to get their carle
to the nearast railroad lines.

Cattle drives provided the answer. During the fall and winter, cattle
grazed on the open range, or unfenced lands, of Texas. One rancher
wrote, “Cattle are permitted to range . . . over a large surface of the
country, thirty, forty, and even fifty miles in extent [size].” As spring
approached, cowbovs gathered cattle together in a roundup. Cowbovs
caught as many mavericks as possible and branded them to establish
ownership of the animals. When the grass turned green in the spring,
cowboys drove the cattle north. Along the way, the cattle grazed on the
open range.

During one large cattle drive in 1366, cowboys moved sbout
260,000 cattle north over the Sedalia Trail, which became known a5 the
Shawnee Trail This trail led from South Texas through Indian Territory
to Sedalia, Missouri. Toward the end of the trail, problems arose. In
Missouri and sastern Kanesas, there vweas little open range left—much of
the land was farmed. As the huge herds passad through, farmers’ crops
were sometimes trampled. The longhorns also infectad many other
cattle by ziving them ticks that carried Texas fever. Farmers became
angry as their catele died. Kansas and Missouri had slready passed laws
in a0 attempt to stop the cattle drives, and farmers began to turn back
the Texas herds. The future of Texas cattle drives seemed uncertain.
Reading Check Identifying Cause and Effect Why was there 3

national market for beef, and how did demand affect the Texas cattle
industry?
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The Chisholm and Western Trails
Entrepreseur Joseph McCoy stepped in with 2 solution. McCoy kaew
that rail lines were moving farther west—by early 1867 tracks wera being
built in Kansas. State lezislators there passed a law allowing cattle drives
west of farm areas. McCov arranged for the building of 2 cattle market
complete with holding pens and loading chutes in Abilene, Kansas.
McCoy made many improvements to the small town. Before he began,
Abilene was, in McCov's words, “a very small dead place, consisting

of about one dozen log huts.” McCoy even bargained with the Kansas
Pacific Railroad to get special rates for shipping cattle to Chicago. To
drum up business, McCov sent scouts southward to urge Texas ranchers
to bring their cattle to Abilene.

In 1867, Texas cowboys herded sbout 35,000 longhorns over the
Chisholm Trail. The route to Abilene was named after Jasse Chicholm,
a fur tracer. The child of 2 Cherokes woman, Chisholm blazed the
original trail in the mid-1380s to trade with American Indians. His
trail went through Indian Territory to Kansas. The Chisholm Trail was
an ideal route for the Texas cattle drives because it was not near farms.
QOrver the next few vears, even more cowboys used this trail to move their
herds to Abilene.
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The Cattle Kingdom of Texas, 1865-1890

Interpreting Maps Tha use of cattl2 trails and rairoads allowss Texas ranchers to sell their livestock in nationsl markets.
Human Systems How did rairosd technology Snd CSttie drives encourage &n intsroependance Detween Texas ranching
anc out-of-state It markats?
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Interpreting Visuals
Driving cattle. Cattle need
plenty of grass and fresh
water to survive. How

do you think cowboys
addreszed theze need: on
long cattle drives?
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In 1§71 some 600,000 to 700,000 longhoms arrived in the cow town.
At the enc of the drive, most ranchers sold the animals for a good profit
and paid the cowbovs in cash. Weary cowbovs spent their hard-earned
money on hot baths, clean clothes, 2né good food. The large number
of rowdy cowbovs sometimes made cattle towns viclent—at least
until ragular governments could be set up. Law-enforcement officials
worked hard to keep the peace in the rough cattle towns. Cowboy Andy
Adams warned that the Kansas cow town of Dodge City had strict law
enforcement. “You can wear your six-shooters inte town, but you'd
better leave them at the first place you stop.”

Farms and towns eventually sprang up along the Chisholm Trail as
Texas Indians were pushed farther west. Texas ranchers soon needed
a2 new trail across the open range to the west of settled territory. The
Western Trail was forged in 1574, The routs ran north from Kerrville to
Fort Griffin—well to the wast of the new settlements.

The Western Trail crossed the Red River and continued through
Indian Territory, encing at Docge City in southwestern Kansas. By 1879
the Western Trail was the primary route for Texas cattle being moved
north. This trail wwas very successful and was used until the closing of
the open rangs.

Reading Check Analyzing Information Why did Texas ranchers stop
using the Chisholm Trail and begin using the Western Trail?
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The Goodnight-Loving Trail

Mot all of the cattle drives ended at railroad stockyards in Kansas,
Fanchers also saw opportunitias to profit by supplying cattle to military
posts, mining camps, and American Indian reservations. Charles
Goodnight and Oliver Loving wers two cattlemen who looked bevond
the zastern markets. In 1566 Good night and Loving combined their
herds and set out for Fort Sumner, 2w Mexico. Their routs became
knowsn as the Goodnight-Loving Trail. The trail ran from Young
County west of Fort Worth, through San Angelo, across West Texas,
north through New Mexico, and into Colorado.

Ohemr time, this trail bacames one of the most-travelad rontes in the
Southwest. Ranchers stopped using the trail swhan railroads came to
Texas and eliminated the ne=d for long cattle drives to rail linss. Cowboy
H. P. Cook participated in many drives to Ametican Indian reservations

in the West. Ha described his sxperiences on one trip:

TEXAS VOIES

=" “ The trip must have taken about six weeks going and retuming. It
wias really tough, sleeping on the ground this trp, it was so wet and
cold. | had just a couple of cotton quilts, and by morning there wasn't
a dry thread in them, it was so wet. | used my saddle for a pillow. We
wrould move the fire over and flop down on the ground where the

fire had been, which would stay warm for a while. -
—b. B Ceoe musses i TEar Cowkopr aceeg oy Em Lenming

Reading Chedk Finding the Main ldea Why did Goodnight and Lowing
blaz= a cattle trail?

Li'I"E on the Trail

A I:_l.'p:in::l.] cattle drive had 8 1o 12 :uw'b-n'_.'u to care for 2,000 to 3,000 cattls
."'-Iu.t'_r Eu.nr.nn. gae of the faw women to Fooona trail d:i.\'e. ramambarsd
the sight of so0 many cattle on the move "I wounld turn in my saddle and
lock back, and it would look as if the antire face of the sarth was justa
moving mass of heads and horns”™

All those cattle did not balong to just one rancher. Cowhoys usualby
represented many ranchars and supervised many herds on each cattls
drive Some ranchers drove their cwn cattls, but most hired a drover,
or a cattle drive operator. John Henry Stephens, a wall-known drover,
made large sums of money herding other people's cattle to market.
Cattle-herding outfits also included a trail boss, or a drive leader.

Each cowbov used several horses in relays of two or thres, so that
a fresh mount was always available wwhen needed. The herd of these
animals was known as the remuda, the Spanish word for "remonnt.™ A
professicnal horse handler called a wrangler cared for the crew's horses.

B et

Charles Goodnight
(1836-152%]) Born in
llliripis, Charles Goodnight
mowved with his family to
Texas atage nine. As a
yourg man, Goodnight
entered the cattles
business, managing a
heard of wild cattle. In
1860 he served a5 & scout
for the Teas Rangers.
During the Civil War, he
served in the Frontier
R=giment, patralling the
Texas Panhandle. The
kncowledge he gained
about the region was
useful when he helped
establish the JA Ranch.
moodnight soon became
on= of the most successful
ranchers in Texas. How did
Goadnight's experiences
help his ranching career?
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